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Dear Chief Knapp:

I am concerned about the future of our educational spectrum of broadband
frequencies commonly referred to as Instructional Television Fixed Service (ITFS). As
you know, the Federal Communications Commission has issued a Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (ET Docket No. 00-258, RM-9920 and 1911) seeking comments on a plan
to relinquish ITFS channels to cellular phone companies for third generation (3G) mobile
telephone services. The loss of these channels and frequencies would deprive Wayne
Community College and hundreds of other educational institutions and the communities
they serve of an irreplaceable resource. ITFS is an important part of Wayne Community
College's educational plan. Moreover, these frequencies are absolutely critical if wireless
broadband is to become a reality for our students and our community.

As you are aware, recent rule changes have opened the ITFS spectrum to the
implementation of wireless two-way video and broadband data services, including high
speed Internet access. The educational model of ITFS has been expanded under the
digital two-way rules to provide advanced learning services, interactive video, and
wireless broadband Internet. The FCC's decision to allow two-way Internet access has
provided opportunities for Wayne Community College to expand its distance learning
offerings in ways not possible only a few months ago. Our planning objectives for the
next five years require the use of ITFS frequencies for multiple distance learning course
offerings. The attached Excel spreadsheet shows excerpts from our Utilization Plan with
indications of the amount of bandwidth needed for individual classes. Many of the web-
based classes are being offered currently through wired Internet services. However, as
distance learning classes become more interactive and more abundant, we will require
cost-effective broadband services made possible through ITFS frequencies. Our ITFS
license will allow us to serve our educational community by reaching students at
Seymour Johnson Airforce Base, public schools, local government organizations, prison
systems, and businesses and industries in our area. This technology will allow us to go to
our students when they can't come to us.
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If the Commission reallocates any part of the ITFS spectrum for 3G mobile
device services, the capacity, usefulness, and value of ITFS would be significantly
diminished. Even if only part of the spectrum is taken away, many educational
institutions would lose their ITFS service altogether, while others would face new
equipment costs, service disruption, cutbacks, and lower quality of service. In either
case, the ITFS community would be incapable of supporting advanced wireless services
and promoting the development of broadband services to the educational community.

If the ITFS spectrum is compromised in any way, these public benefits will be
lost. We at Wayne Community College hope that you will support us in maintaining the
integrity of our spectrum and in keeping this tremendous educational resource alive and
strong.

Sincerely, -
¥

L
Ed

ilson
President,
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